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In the recent generations, one of the most important areas of study by historians is the effects of World War I and the horrific and inhumane approaches that were employed by the West. The book by Alistair Horne, The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916 is the second book in the trilogy, which addresses the conflict between France and Germany. Horne offers important insights on the horrors that soldiers from both countries faced in what is considered the bloodiest and worst battle in history. Horne portrays the true nature of the war, helping understand how hundreds of thousands of soldiers died and how they were exposed to the elements, including lack of clean water and food. The battle zone was rendered useless with the continuous bombardment and shelling, developing craters that were filled with rotting human bodies and blood. The soldiers fighting in the war were unprotected, implying that they had to learn to cope or become insane (Trumpener, n.d). Human bodies were entrenched in tree trunks and in branches, with other body parts littered across the field. This phenomenon was identifiable by the stench of rotting human bodies that lasted for years after the war was ended. This paper will focus on addressing the chilling accounts of the war and game of human madness, which led to the inhumane treatment towards each other. It also portrays France recovery from the battle, as the once powerful Germany is exposed to extreme losses. Besides, the paper will help understand the role of political leaders and commanders in a battle that was aimed at bleeding the enemy to death rather than defeat them. 
Horne excels at giving a vivid explanation of the events of the battle of Verdun, showing the fate of French and German soldiers, the bad luck, miscalculations, lack of proper communication at the command levels, and the winning moments for both sides. According to Trumpener (n.d), Horne helps readers understand the fate of soldiers and how their desire to be declared victorious led to mental deterioration and excessive deaths. Horne shows the numerous challenges that these soldiers faced in the battle, including witnessing the death of their friends, drinking water from contaminated pools, and being exposed to hunger. Because of German motivation to win the battle, they attacked a French village, leaving its defenders to be consumed by flames. “Up came the Pioneers with their flamethrowers, and the last brave defenders were consumed in their remorseless fire” (Horne, 1962, p. 86). In this context, the defenders of the village are faced by the challenge of inability to escape from the trenches of the war. Another challenge faced during the battle was being exposed to shelling and continuous bombardment without any protection. With approximately 800,000 casualties, over 70% are believed to be caused by artillery. Over the ten months in which the battle lasted, more than 100 million shells were fired (Andrews, 2021). In this context, the combatants were exposed to an unavoidable challenge of escaping the shells because of lack of proper protection. The shells exposed them to the danger of mental deterioration and insanity. Thousands of solders fighting in the battle were unable to cope with the shelling and bombardment and eventually became mad. Another challenge faced by combatants from both sides is lack of clean water and food to keep them rejuvenated for the war as explained in chapter 8 (Horne, 1962). Because of the continuous shelling and bombardment, French and German soldiers were exposed confusion and alarm. Sheeling renders everything in the battleground useless. The waters in the area were contaminated and villages where food could be obtained from destroyed. Soldiers who were not killed by the explosions were forced to drink from the sickening puddles at the bottom of craters formed by the shelling. These waters were filled with corpses and body parts. 
The combatants were also faced with the challenge of evacuating the wounded. This challenge added to the torment soldiers faced because they had to listen to the screams and agony of wounded soldiers for hours or even days until they died (Benedict, 2002). 	Horne excels at portraying the agonizing pain the soldiers faced in the battle, considering that there was only one way in and out of the ground and there was a rugged terrain. The wounded would be left for days before being evacuated and others died out of pain and infections. This was a major challenge in the battle because the solders were forced to watch and listen to their partners die in pain, which significantly affected their morale to fight in the war. The only way into Verdun, nicknamed “the sacred way” played a major role in defining the ability of France to rescue the wounded and supplying soldiers with the needed machinery. Those who were able to come out of the battle had pitiful sights, filled with horrifying memories at the sight of terror. 
In the book, Horne clearly shows that the battle of Verdun 1916 was one of the bloodiest of WWI. Horne argues that the battle was designed to be a battle of attrition, where the winner aimed at inflicting mass casualties to the looser by weakening its will to continue fighting. French soldiers were lured into traps that favored German soldiers. Because France was attacked by surprise, German had enough time to amass and position thousands of men and artillery, which would be used to suppress the French side. With over 100 million shells dropped in the period of the battle, most of the towns were annihilated and hundreds of thousands buried in the rubbles. Horne provides a vivid picture of how solders drank water from pools that were contaminated with blood and corpses. Besides, those who were left fighting had to stand on dead soldiers in order to keep their ground. The battle of Verdun is one of the bloodiest in WWI because it led to the death of over 800,000 people, including combatants and civilians. 
From a general point of view, the book portrays the horrific and inhumane events that took place during WWI. It explores the successes and failures of Germans and French soldiers in a battle of attrition. The book also portrays the tactics and wits used by the commanders in both sides. For example, during the capture of Fort Douamont, Germans are portrayed to have won. “The word DOUAMONT blazed forth like a beacon of German heroism” (Horne, 1962, p.105). In another instance, Gen. Joseph-Jacques-Cesaire was replaced by Gen. Phillipe Petain, with the belief that he would offer a newer and successful approach to win the battle. These instances portray the successes and losses witnessed in both sides. The battle of Verdun also shows that WWI was based on having mass casualties, which would be realized by relying on generals who would not retreat despite the challenges. Combatants in the battle viewed it as a senseless killing zone, were thousands were sent to their death. It is portrayed as a death trap, were those who survived came home mad, with shell shocks, crippled, and stuck in horrifying memories. 
The author of the book plays a critical role in helping readers understand the conflict between German and France and the price that hundreds of thousands paid with their deaths. It excels in showing the luck, commanding capabilities, the effects of using artillery, and shelling. The book helps understand the role of politics on war, the challenges faced by soldiers, and the optimal approaches to solve conflicts between countries. 
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